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Life in
Seville!
Whether you’re walking across the Plaza de España or admiring 
the Seville Cathedral on your walk to class, Seville is a warm and 
welcoming city that will sweep you off your feet! 

You’ll quickly fall in love with the winding medieval streets that 
make up the historical city center, the many outdoor cafes offer-
ing delicious tapas, and the Sevillanos love of enjoying life out-
doors. 

In your free time, you’ll have the opportunity to discover the 
treasures and hidden gems of this dynamic and highly-walkable 
city. It is considered a university town that is home to more than 
65,000 Spanish students, and with a little mingling on your part, 
you’ll be practicing your Spanish in no time! 
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What will  
Seville 
be like?
Seville is known for its lively music, rich art, deli-
cious food, and world-famous architecture. Wheth-
er it’s learning to dance flamenco, cheering on a 
futbol (soccer!) game, kayaking on the river,  or 
devouring delicious tapas on a street food tour, you 
are guaranteed to have an unforgettable experience in Spain! 

You will be living in neighborhoods that are easily navigated by foot, bike, and bus lines and 
within walking distance of pharmacies, grocery stores, fruit markets, and shops. You will likely 
be walking a lot more than you usually do in the U.S.-- walking as a means of transportation is 
the way of life in much of Europe! 

One of the major differences you’ll notice between Spain and the U.S. is the operating hours of 
stores. Business hours are typically 9 / 10 am - 9 / 10 pm, but many small businesses close for 
a ‘siesta’ during midday, usually from 2:30 - 5 pm. Public administration offices are open from  
9 am - 2 pm. Most shops, grocery stores, and pharmacies are closed on Sundays.

Meal times are also quite different. In Seville, breakfast is available from as early as 7 am, de-
pending on the bar*, until around 11 or 12. Lunch is served starting at 1:30 pm until 3:30 - 4 pm, 
and dinner starts at 8 pm and is available until 11 pm at the latest. 

*In Spain, the word “bar” is used to describe an establishment that serves fast, informal meals  
as well as beverages.
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What will Seville be like? Cont.
There are tons of delicious eats to explore and plenty of options for those 
with dietary restrictions and allergies. Some past participant favorite brunch 
spots included: Billy Brunch, Paradas 7, La Mala Brunch, and Alfonsito. For 
lunch, some participant favorites were: Don Kebab and Los Coloniales.

There are tons of low cost and free events that you can enjoy. Some events,  
like the European Film Festival or the Festival de las Naciones take place every fall.  
Other local festivities, like Holy Week and the Feria de Abril, happen every spring.

Restaurants, Cafes and Cultural Events
• Lady Drama: café with open mic nights and language intercambio events

• 100 Montaditos: restaurant with 100 types of montaditos (little sandwiches) near the  
University of Seville. Wednesdays and Sundays are “Euromanía” days, where everything is €1.

• La Carbonería: free flamenco shows Monday-Sunday starting at 8:30 pm. Book readings  
and other courses announced on their Facebook page. 

• La Sra Pop: concerts, jam sessions, open mics on weekends 

• El Viajero Sedentario: café/bookshop with board games and WiFi

• La Corona: intercambio event on Wednesdays. Poetry readings, art exhibitions. Creative tapas!

• Gallo Rojo: concerts, jam sessions on weekends (free until full) 

• Plaza de la Alfalfa: a popular area for affordable food and drinks throughout the week

• Delimbo, and La Galería Roja Art Galleries

• Hedge maze in el Jardín Americano park

• CICUS: concerts, art and photography exhibitions, free movies on Mondays

• Calle Feria: “Mercadillo del jueves” Flea market every Thursday.

• Checkpoint Arcade Bar: arcade games and refreshments

• Avenida 5 Cines: Movie tickets are €3,90 on Wednesdays

• Palacio de los Marqueses de la Algaba - Centro Mudéjar: Mudéjar art exhibitions  
& cultural events in the courtyard
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What will Seville be like? Cont.
Museums and monuments
• El Palacio de Las Dueñas: This former palace with picturesque gardens  

and patios is free to visit on Mondays (non-holidays) from 4 - 5:15 pm.

• Castillo de San Jorge and El Mercado de Triana: free every day

• La Plaza de Toros de la Real Maestranza de Sevilla de Caballería: a guided visit  
of the bullfighting ring is free on Wednesdays from 4 - 6pm

• Museo de Bellas Artes de Sevilla: The Fine Arts Museum is open every day from  
9am to 9pm. Tickets: €1.50

• Visit Plaza de España and the surrounding María Luisa park

• El Rectorado - Universidad de Sevilla: You can enter and explore the former royal tobacco factory 
during the day, but free guided tours are available to the public as well.

• When: Fridays from 9:30-12:30 and 16:00-18:00
• Saturdays from 9:30-14:00 
• Meeting place: International Relations Vestibule  

(Vestíbulo de acceso al Área de Relaciones Institucionales)

• Jardines de Murillo: park where you can read, walk, dog watch, and sometimes catch  
flamenco performers

• Torre del Oro: visits to the museum inside the Torre del Oro are free on Mondays

• Hospital de la Caridad: Free entry 3:30 - 7:30pm on Mondays

• San Luis de los Franceses church: Free entry 4 - 8pm on Sundays

• Archivo de Indias: the official government library of archives, dating back to Columbus’ trip to the 
Americas. Entry is free, but a reservation is required. You can make a reservation by contacting this 
email address: agi2@cultura.gob.es

• CAAC/Monasterio de la Cartuja: Entry is free Monday to Friday from 7 - 9 pm and Saturdays from 
11am - 9pm. 

Look forward to flexing your new Spanish skills when out and about in town,  
and even while interacting with the Verto staff!
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Your Experiential 
Education
Classes will take place at the study centers, which will be in walking 
distance to your accommodation. Some classes will be held in the main 
University of Seville building, a beautiful 15th century structure. 

While you are here, you will be immersed in the life of the city –and 
use it as your classroom! Imagine studying religion from inside ancient 
mosques-turned-cathedrals, or about art history while face to face with 
some of the world’s most famous architectural gems!

You will visit sites not known to the average tourist and will have the opportu-
nity to attend lectures and events which will engage you in vital and contem-
porary issues such as multiculturalism, immigration, and identity. Take every 
chance to open your mind to new people, new ideas, and new cultures!
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Packing for Your 
Experience
• Don’t pack more than you can carry. You may have heard this before, but it  

becomes a reality when you arrive and need to carry your suitcases. 

• Be selective in what you pack. Spaces are generally smaller in Europe and storage 
space will be limited  
in your residence. The more you pack, the less personal space you will have in  
your room. 

• Check the weather. We recommend bringing layers since you may experience  
multiple seasons. It does get cold in the south of Spain!

• Pack good walking shoes. You’ll be grateful after a day of exploring the cobblestone streets of Seville!

• Bring Euros. You may wish to order a small amount of Euros to bring with you (maybe $100 USD worth) 
before you leave the U.S. so you have some cash on arrival for travel if you need it. We do not recommend 
exchanging USD into EUR when you arrive due to the fees and low exchange rates you will find onsite. 

• Inform your bank of travels. Make sure you inform your bank you’ll be living in Spain and traveling Europe 
before you arrive in order to avoid any issues.

• “Unlock” your phone with your current cell provider. This will allow you to purchase a Spanish SIM card 
to use in your current phone. You will not be able to use a Spanish SIM card without having unlocked your 
phone prior to your arrival. 

• Bring your medications: Prescription medications need to be supervised by a doctor in Spain and some 
medications may not be available for purchase, or will be sold under a different brand or name. Medica-
tions can not be shipped internationally. As such, it is best to bring the full amount you will need for your 
entire stay. 
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Exchanging  
Money, ATMs,  
& Using Cards
U.S. credit and debit cards are widely accepted in Spain, except for American Express. De-
pending on your bank, you may be charged a foreign transaction fee each time you use your 
card while abroad. You will be able to use your debit card in Spanish ATMs, with the official 
bank ATMs (BBVA, Santander, La Caixa) charging you the lowest fees for use. Your home 
bank may waive ATM fees or may charge additional fees. We recommend that you address 
foreign transaction and withdrawal fees with your bank before you leave.  

If you bring cash, we recommend bringing Euros rather than USD. Most exchange counters at 
airports and in the city charge high service fees and/or offer a lower exchange rate than the 
official rate. 

In Spain, you will not be able to deposit US Dollars into your US bank account (or any other 
bank account). 
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Your Arrival  
& Orientation
Verto will have an official arrival day where we will provide transportation to your accommodation 
from the airport during a 9:00 am - 8:00 pm (local time) window.  You are expected to share  
your arrival details with our team via your Student Portal. If you are arriving outside of the pickup 
window on arrival day, please email seville@vertoeducation.org.

If you plan on arriving before the official arrival day, you will need to arrange your own transporta-
tion and accommodation in the city until the official arrival day. Please notify Verto about  
your early arrival plans and we will share the address of your housing placement so that you  
can arrive on your own on the official arrival day. 

Travel delays and changes
Regardless of the date of your arrival (whether you will arrive on official arrival day or not),  
please notify seville@vertoeducation.org with any changes regarding your scheduled travel such 
as missed, delayed, and canceled flights and trains.

Airport instructions
After deboarding the plane, you will go through Border Control (unless you already passed through 
during a transfer in another EU city). They will ask to see your passport and stamp it if necessary. 
They may ask questions like: “What is your purpose of travel?” (-- Study). “How long do you plan 
to be in Spain?” (-- Provide your semester dates), and “Where will you live?” (-- We will provide your 
housing address to you ahead of your arrival. Please be sure to print that address out and note it 
on your phone as well). 

Then you’ll go to the Baggage Claim area to pick up any checked bags. The bags will be on the 
belt for your most recent flight. For example, if your flight to Seville departed from Lisbon, you  
will go to the belt that corresponds to the Lisbon flight. This information will be displayed on  
the screens. 
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Your Arrival & Orientation Cont.
If you need a cart to hold your bags, you can find them for free in the baggage claim area,  
and you can take them out to the parking lot with you. 

Once you have your bags you may have to pass through Customs. Customs agents may ask  
you what your country of origin is (where you flew out of) and will wave you through or ask to 
examine your bags.

When you leave the Baggage Claim area, you will enter into the Arrivals Hall. This is where Verto 
staff will be waiting for you to take you to your housing on a chartered bus. If you arrive outside 
of the 9:00 am until 8:00 pm (local time) pickup window, you will need to find your way to get to 
your housing on your own. Transportation options are detailed further below.

Train station instructions
If you are arriving at the Santa Justa train station on the official arrival day, Verto will arrange 
pick up for you from 9:00 am until 8:00 pm. The meeting point for pick up will be the McDon-
ald’s main door inside the train station. 

Arriving Outside of Arrival Window
Any participant who arrives outside of the arrival day pickup window (official arrival date,  
9 am - 8 pm) will be responsible for organizing their own transport to their housing.

Options from the airport (SVQ) include:

• Taxi: As you exit the Arrivals hall of the airport, you will see a line of taxis (white cars with a yellow 
band on the door). Go to the taxi stop, and you will be directed to the next available taxi. Give the 
driver your destination address. The trip will take around 15 minutes and should cost around €23-€33. 
You can pay with euros or with a credit or debit card (except for American Express).

• Uber or Cabify: You must have the Uber or Cabify app downloaded and have created a profile in order 
to use this service. Car hire vehicles have a special parking lot outside of the Arrivals Hall. When you 
exit the Arrivals Hall, look for signs across the street that say “Access subscribers / Acceso VTC.” 
These signs will take you to the ground floor of this parking garage where Uber and Cabify drivers  
will wait to pick you up.

• EA bus line: The EA bus line travels from the airport to the city center, with various stops along the 
way. Leave the Arrivals Hall, and go to the large marker labeled “Bus” to wait for the next shuttle to  
arrive for pick up. A one-way ticket costs €6 and is purchased from a machine before boarding the 
bus. You can pay with euros or by credit or debit card (except American Express). See the EA bus 
route on this website: reddelineas.tussam.es
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Your Arrival & Orientation Cont.
Options from the train station (Santa Justa) include:

• Taxi: As you exit through the front doors of the train station, you will see a line of taxis. You can pay 
with euros or with a credit or debit card (except for American Express).

• Uber or Cabify: There is no designated parking lot for Uber and Cabify drivers. Refer to the trip you’ve 
booked on the app for pick up location.

• EA bus line: The bus stop is located on the main street in front of the train station. Routes that stop 
at Santa Justa are 21, 32, C1, C2, and the nighttime buses A7 and A8. One-way bus fare costs €1.40, 
and you will pay in euros (bills smaller than €20) when boarding the bus. View all bus lines and routes 
at this website: reddelineas.tussam.es

Options from the bus station (Plaza de Armas): If you are coming from a stopover in a Spanish 
city and you arrive in Seville by bus, you can take a taxi in the taxi stop outside the station.

First Days Onsite
Orientation will take place during your first week. You will receive important safety, wellness, 
and housing information and get to know your peers, care team, and city! All Orientation ses-
sions are mandatory. Missed orientation sessions will be counted as an absence towards your 
overall attendance.

On arrival day, you will be given a schedule for Orientation Week. For every session, Verto staff 
will accompany participants from an established meeting point to the location of the orien-
tation. Orientation will include informational sessions, group discussions, walking tours, and 
excursions to a few monuments.
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Getting a SIM Card 
or Phone Plan 
Participants must have either an international phone plan from the U.S. or a 
Spanish SIM card purchased onsite in Seville.

For international phone plans, talk to your phone company in the U.S. Rates will 
vary among plans and phone providers.

For a SIM card onsite, you MUST have your United States phone unlocked and 
not tied to any phone plan. If you do not have an unlocked phone, your Spanish 
SIM card will not work. 

During orientation, Verto staff will accompany participants who wish to pur-
chase a SIM card to the mobile phone store. Any participant who chooses not 
to attend this excursion will be expected to purchase their own SIM card and 
provide their phone number to Verto staff within 7 days of arrival.

Commonly used mobile SIM providers are Orange and Vodafone. Prepaid SIM 
card plans usually cost around €15/month and include unlimited national 
(Spain) calls and a certain amount of data (depending on the plan you choose). 
Every 28 days, you will pay to renew your plan. This can be done via the phone 

company’s app, in the phone store, or in  
supermarkets or refreshment kiosks  
across the country.
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Getting Around 
in Seville
Public Transportation
The easiest and most common way to move about downtown Seville is by foot. 

Another option for moving around the city center is Sevici (the municipal bike 
sharing service). Sevici has stations throughout the city where users can un-
lock the bike they wish to use and return it at any other dock station. Bike use 
is limited to 30 minutes at a time, and any time in addition to this initial half 
hour is charged as an additional fee. Users can avoid this fee by re-docking the 
bike before the 30 minutes are up, and taking out the same bike or another one. 
There is no limit to how many times you can use Sevici.

When creating your Sevici profile as a non-Spanish citizen, leave the “DNI” 
space blank, and advance to the next step of the process. This will allow you to 
create your profile even though you don’t have a Spanish national identification 
card.

To venture into other parts of the city, Tussam is the municipal bus and tram 
service. Bus fare is €1.40 one way, and passengers must pay with cash (bills 
smaller than €20) when boarding the bus. You can also buy a prepaid Tussam 
card for €1 (available at kiosks, tobacco shops, etc.), and one-way fare will 
be €0.69. When you purchase the card, you will load it with a certain amount 
of money (minimum €7, maximum €50). Each time you ride the bus or tram, 
you tap the card on the pay point, and your fare will be deducted from the total 
amount on your card. 

http://vertoeducation.org


15

Budget
Guidelines
Generally speaking, we recommend budgeting for €350–500 euro/month. 

Since meals are included in your Verto Seville experience, this budget will 
vary based on your personal spending habits, particularly your budget for 
independent travel.  You will want to account for expenses such as laundry, 
monthly phone bill, medication, snacks, independent travel, eating out, and 
transportation. 

Costs may be different than you’re used to and they can certainly add up 
quickly if you’re not careful. We encourage you to talk to your family about 
expectations for budgeting before you arrive. Your Student Life Coordina-
tors will also be able to help you with creating a budget to ensure that you 
live within your means during your time abroad. 

Participants can thrive in Seville on a wide range of budgets and there are 
tons of low cost and free events. Check out the list under the “What Will 
Life Be Like?” section above! 
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If you have any other questions, don’t hesitate to reach 
out to your Student Onboarding Advisor.

We can’t wait to welcome  
you to Seville!
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